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Thank you Mdm Chairperson, 

First of all, let me express my gratitude of being given the honour to address the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. I want to congratulate the Permanent Forum 
on deciding to acknowledge the particular status of elected Indigenous Parliaments and 
Governments. This constitutes an important step in the recognition of indigenous peoples as 
being equal to other peoples. 

The Arctic Regional Workshop on Indigenous Peoples' Territories, Lands and Natural 
Resources was held in Copenhagen on March 26th-27th. The Workshop was organized by the 
regional indigenous parliaments and organizations, in cooperation with the Nordic States. 

The Workshop - which chiefly copied the format of a UN Expert Meeting - was attended by 
representatives of national governments, indigenous parliaments, indigenous peoples' 
organizations, members of the Permanent Forum, and individual experts, including the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, UN 
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Terrorism, Martin Scheinin, and Professor James 
Anaya. 

The Workshop provided an opportunity to identify current and future challenges 
concerning recognition, legal protection and implementation of indigenous 
peoples' rights to territories, lands and resources, as well as an opportunity to 
share experiences and good practices in the respective countries. 

The Workshop elaborated a number of conclusions and recommendations concerning indigenous 
peoples' rights to territories, lands and resources,( divided into the following five subsections: 

• Generally on international law on indigenous peoples' rights to lands, waters and 
natural resources 

• Indigenous peoples' rights to lands, waters and natural resources -
specifically on ownership rights to lands 

• Indigenous peoples' rights to lands, waters and natural resources -
specifically as to what rights indigenous peoples have to non-traditional 
natural resources, such as sub-surface resources. 

• Indigenous peoples' rights to lands, waters and natural resources -
specifically as a prerequisite for preserving and developing indigenous peoples' 
cultures. 
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• Indigenous peoples' right to the management and co-management 
of territories, lands and resources) 

Among the conclusions and recommendations I would like to highlight the following, 
elaborated in the spirit of pursuing partnership and dialogue between States and indigenous 
peoples,( and bearing in mind the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples now 
before the 61 session of the General Assembly, and other relevant international instruments such 
as the ILO Convention No. 169 and the draft Nordic Saami Convention.) 

- In order to survive as distinct peoples, indigenous peoples, including indigenous peoples in the 
Arctic, need to be able to own, use, conserve and manage their lands and resources. 

- The Inuit and the Saami peoples are entitled to the rights acknowledged under 
international law on indigenous peoples, including rights pertaining to territories, 
lands and natural resources. 

- Arctic indigenous peoples' economies, in particular economies which are largely 
based on subsistence activities, such as hunting, fishing, reindeer herding, . < 
farming and gathering, suffer disproportionately from the negative ecological 
consequences of industrial infrastructure projects in their areas. 

-The Inuit and the Saami peoples have the right to self-determination under 
international law, including the resource aspects of this right, this include the right to full and 
effective representation in environmental management. 

(The Inuit and the Saami peoples' right to self-determination pertaining to their 
territories, lands and resources will sometimes have to be exercised through co-management 
arrangements with the States concerned. States shall establish 
procedures, in cooperation with the Inuit and the Saami peoples respectively, 
through which they can effectively exercise their co-management.) 

Indigenous peoples' rights to territories, lands and resources, and their right to 
own the land they occupy and use in accordance with their own traditions, laws, 
and customs are protected under international law,( including the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the ILO Convention No. 169 concerning 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of 
Racial Discrimination, and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples.) 

The protection of indigenous land and resource usage rights must never be 
conditioned by consenting to extinguishment of claims to land title. 

States have the obligation, in cooperation with indigenous peoples, to identify the 
lands indigenous peoples traditionally use and occupy, and to provide specific 
legal protection for the rights of ownership over those lands in accordance with 
indigenous customs and laws. 

(Many disturbances to the Inuit and Saami traditional livelihoods are today caused 
by industrial activities such as mining and forestry. The industry is not always 
sensitive to the Inuit's and Saami's culture based activities. States are obliged to 
take legislative and administrative measures to ensure that third parties -
including the private sector - respect indigenous peoples' rights to territories, 
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lands and natural resources.) 

In relation to the natural resources within their territories which they have not 
traditionally used, such as subsurface resources in many cases, the rights of 
indigenous peoples include, at a minimum: 1) the right be effectively consulted 
through their representative institutions, 2) the right to a share in profits, and 3) 
the right to mitigation for harm caused to their lands or environments. (States 
have a positive obligation to realize these rights.) 

(States shall establish transparent procedures, in cooperation with indigenous 
peoples, through which the State and the indigenous peoples can negotiate fair 
and equitable benefit sharing arrangements with regard to the utilization of non-traditional 
natural resources located in indigenous territories, including subsurface resources.) 

The degradation of the environment in Inuit and Saami traditional territories 
caused by e.g. pollution, non-sustainable natural resource extraction and climate 
change constitute a great threat to their traditional lifestyles and culture. Climate 
change impacts on the environment in Inuit and Saami territories, e.g. changing . < 
the fundaments for their traditional livelihoods in a paramount way. 

(The Workshop also acknowledged the importance of the findings of the United 
Nations Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change, and the decision to hold 
the United Nations Conference on Climate Change in Copenhagen, Denmark in 
2009. The Workshop strongly urges the United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues to follow closely the preparations for this important event.) 

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples provides important guidance 
for how such dialogue and partnership could be developed and maintained. 
The workshop calls on the speediest possible adoption of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the draft Nordic Saami 
Convention, and the implementations of the conclusions of the Greenland-Denmark Joint 
Commission on Self-governance. 

A full length version of this speech, as well as the Workshop-report, is available at the back of the 
conference room. 

Thank you Mdm. Chairperson. 


